As we give our lovable dads a pat on the back this month, we
would also like to celebrate another group of fathers—the men
who hatched the inventions that led to the birth of Silicon Valley.
Against great odds (some working from garages), these brilliant
minds persevered with the belief that they were onto something
special—yet even they never dreamt of all the possibilities. Years
later, we can’timagine our lives without their creations—from the
first Apple computer to the balloon catheter to the PaimPilot.

San Jose Magazine and The Tech Museum of Innovation
partnered up to look at what inspired seven of the Valley’s top
technology and science thinkers, whom we photographed on
location at The Tech. Together, these men claim more than 100

patents...and counting.
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